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CONFIDENTIAL BANJUL 1479 

E-O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PORG PGOV GA 

SUB J : WORLD CONFERENCE TO COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL DESCRIMINATION 

REF: STATE 204786 

ACTING CHARGE DELIVERED AIDE MEMOIRE ALONG LINES REFTEL TO 
PERM SEC MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ON AUG 23. PERM SEC ADVISED 
THAT BECAUSE OF THE GAMBIA'S LIMITED RESOURCES, THEY MUST BE 
HIGHLY SELECTIVE ABOUT REPRESENTING THEMSELVES AT INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCES, AND THEREFORE, WOULD NOT SEND A DELEGATION TO 
SUBJECT CONFERENCE. HOWEVER. GAMBIAN PRESIDENT JAWARA WILL SEND 
AN OFFICIAL MESSAGE TO THE CONFERENCE. THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF 
THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE WILL BE TO EXPRESS SUPPORT FOR THE UN 
RESOLUTION SETTING ASIDE AN ANNUAL COMMEMORATION DAY IN HONOR 
OF STEVEN BIEKO, WHO DIED UNDER "INHUMANE CIRCUMSTANCE" AS A 
RESULT OF THE APARTHEID SYSTEM IN SOUTH AFRICA. 
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